THIRU NAGAI (NAGAPATTINAM)
This is one more of the divya desams located in Chola Nadu.
Nagapattinam was at one point of time in history an important
sea port. Strategically situated, connecting the great cities of the
West and later the Arab cities on the one side with Burma and the
Indonesian islands, the Philipines and China in the East. This
is an ancient coastal city which grew in importance as a sea port
and commercial centre in the days of the Cholas. A vihara was
built at Nagapattinam for Buddhists and named after the king
of Kedah. It also appears high level emissaries were stationed
at Nagapattinam by the king of Kedah (Kadaram) one of the
Indonesian islands.
Ptolemy, the ancient Greek geographer also mentions about
this town and refers to it as a great emporium in the east
coast of South India. This town has the distinction of being one
among the 127 temples in the Tanjore District mentioned in the
Thevaram hymns (hymn No.82).
The sthala purana of this place is related in Brahmanda
puranam, Uttara Kandam in the gnana yoga part dealing with
Soundararanya mahimai. It is related by Sutha Puranikar to
his sishyas Sounaka and other rishis.
The temple is about one mile from Nagapattinam Railway
station. The Perumal here is known as Neelamega Perumal,
He is seen in a standing posture facing east He is holding the
mace in His hand. The utsavar is known as Soundarya Rajan.
The Thayar is known as Soundarya valli. The utsava Thayar is
seen as a Gajalakshmi. The theertham is Sara pushkarini. The
vimanam is Soundaiya vimanam. God appeared in response to.
the prayers of NagaraJa,Druva and Salisugan.
As this Perumal is in Soundaravanam, the Perumal is
known as Soundararajan. He is also known as Azhagiyan i.e.
a most beautiful person. The shrine of Sri Soundaiya R^ja
Perumal is an ancient one with its origin dating back to the
puranas. Sri Soundaiya Raja is believed to have been wor-
shipped by Adisesha in Krita yuga, by Bhoodevi in Treta yuga,
ly Martand^ya in Dwapara yuga and by Salisuga Maharaja and